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Status and Development of Japanese Fisheries Management During Korea’s 
Colonization Period：A Focus on the Fishermen of Kan-onji-City Ibuki-jima, 
Kagawa Prefecture, and Saka-cho Yokohama, Hiroshima Prefecture

ISOMOTO Hironori

Japanese fishermen from the coast of the Seto Inland Sea and northern Kyushu migrated to the 

Korean peninsula coast to engage in fishing. This aspect was called “fishing in the Korean Sea” or 

“fishing in the Korea Strait” by the then Japanese fishermen. The migration of Japanese fishermen 

resulted in frequent exchanges between the Japanese and Korean fishermen, the mutual transfer of 

fishery techniques, and cultural transmission due to the status of fisheries management during the 

colonization period; however, these aspects were never examined thoroughly.

In this study, examples based on the empirical research are presented, and a comparative study 

is performed with respect to fishery and Japanese fishermen’s migration to Korea from two areas, 

i.e., Kan-onji-City Ibuki-jima, Kagawa Prefecture, and Saka-cho Yokohama, Hiroshima Prefecture. 

Consequently, the four following conclusions are deduced.

First, It is possible to classify Ibuki-jima, Which is an advanced model, and Saka-cho Yokohama, 

which is a continuos model, according to the indicators, the movement of fishing tackle and fishing 

methods, and the movement of the base after fishing in and migrating to Korea. Second, in Korea, 

even during the colonization period, although Japanese fishermen were far from their motherland, 

fisheries management was conducted on the basis of mutual assistance between those belonging to 

the same regions and sharing blood relations. Third, in addition to fisheries managers such as the 

heads of fishing groups and related industry managers who migrated and settled in Korea, several 

Japanese seasonal workers also migrated and worked in fisheries and marine product processing units 

in Korea. At the same time, Korean people were provided short-term employment in each season in 

the regions of the fishery bases. Fourth, although people experienced unhappiness during Korea’s 

colonization period, cultural and technical transfers and transmissions prevailed due to the frequent 

contact between Japan and Korea, which has mutually evolved until today.
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