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The Grand Map of Sakai of Genroku 2 （1689） （hereinafter referred to as the “Grand Map of Sakai”） 

is one of the most important historical sources for the study of early modern Sakai. Nevertheless, the 

study of this Grand Map has made little progress. Its development up to the current version needs to be 

further analyzed along with changes in the city structure of Sakai.

This paper focuses on the map which is in the possession of Sakai Betsuin （also known as Kita 

Gobō）, a branch of Hongan-ji Temple, and whose cover bears the title, in black ink, “Seaside Map of 

Three Towns of Kita-Zaimoku-chōhama, Shukuya-chōhama, and Shinmei-chōhama; Kita Gobō Branch 

Temple of Hongan-ji Temple.” An examination of this map, which has never been made public, reveals 

that it is a copy reproduced in Tempō 11（1840） from the original map drawn in Genroku 10 （1697）. 

Moreover, this analysis indicates that the development of Shinmei-chōhama, Shukuya-chōhama, Kita-

Zaimoku-chōhama, Kurumano-chōhama, and Kushiya-chōhama was launched in Genroku 8 （1695） to 

build a merchant district but aborted later and that the three plots of land, Kita-Zaimoku-chō, Shukuya-

chō, and Shinmei-chō, were sold to Murakami Shōemon from Imazaike Village, Sumiyoshi, Sesshū Prov-

ince, in Shōtoku 2 （1712）, and then donated by him to Nishi Hongan-ji Temple in Shōtoku 5 （1715） to 

build Kita Gobō Branch Temple. Furthermore, this analysis suggests the possibility that the Grand Map 

of Sakai  may illustrate the city as it was in the second half of the 18th century, at the latest.
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