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This paper compares the medieval remains of Kikaijima island, Amami- Ōshima island, and 

Satsuma-Ōsumi area through an analysis of the remains of buildings and pit graves excavated in 

these regions, as well as relics, such as Chinese ceramic wares. We examine the interrelationship of 

these excavated items by classifying the time period stretching from the latter half of the 11th 

century up until the 16th century into five stages.

Many of the archaeological discoveries dating back to the abovementioned period were not seen 

in medieval Japan, such as the bone-burning reburial graves observed in Kikaijima Gusuku sites. 

However, discoveries similar to Satsuma-Ōsumi area, including pit graves around dug-standing 

pillar building with eaves on the four sides were also identified. As shown by these remains in 

Kikaijima island and indicated in existing historical documents, local lords and Sung merchants of 

Kyushu were conducting trade in the Southern Islands.

However, there were fewer Chinese ceramic wares from the latter half of the 12th century 

excavated from the remains of Kikaijima and Amami- Ōshima Islands. This period witnessed events 

affecting trade with the Southern Islands, including the punitive expedition of Ata Tadakage of the 

Taira Clan and the conquest of Southern island by Minamoto no Yoritomo. Therefore, it can be 

assumed that these events affected the distribution of Chinese ceramic wares.

Among the excavated remains and relics, significant differences were noticed in objects dating 

from the 13th to the 15th centuries. Although scholars have observed that the Akagina Castle site 

in Amami- Ōshima island is similar to the Mountain forts of the Kyushu Sengoku period, it is 

unlikely that Kyushu castle construction techniques had been transmitted in the 15th century, and 

they may have developed in the early modern period.

In the 15th century, Kikaijima and Amami- Ōshima Islands were defeated in a war with the 

Ryukyu Kingdom. The 15th century ruins of Kikaijima island and Amami- Ōshima Kasari District 

have not survived, and very few relics from the 16th century have been excavated. It can be 

assumed that these settlements relocated. However, the question of how this relates to the 

dominance of the Ryukyu Kingdom needs to be examined in future research.
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