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This paper discusses the dynamics of the ceramics trade in the northern and southern parts of 

the Ryukyu Islands based on an analysis of the quantity of traded ceramics excavated from the 

Sakishima Islands and the Amami region. This paper also considers the fluctuations in the quantity 

of ceramic wares excavated from each site and the changes in classification. In a separate report, 

this period was classified into seven stages. Periods from one to six （I–VI） are based on the 

chronology of the ceramics trade and include the Shoki period. However, each ruin site was 

examined with reference to the classification of eras, and the following four transition eras in the 

Sakishima Islands were identified. Period one （I） encompasses the latter half of the 13th century 

and is characterized by an increase in the quantity of excavated ceramics. Period two （II） 

encompasses the latter half of the 14th century and is characterized by a further increase in the 

volume of excavated ceramics. In addition, during this period, the primary form of ceramic wares 

shifts from white porcelain to celadon. Period three （III） encompasses the latter half of the 15th 

century and is characterized by fluctuations in the quantity of excavated ceramic wares at each ruin 

site. Period four （IV） encompasses the first half of the 16th century and is characterized by a sharp 

decrease in the quantity of ceramics excavated at the majority of ruin sites.

An examination of aspects of traded ceramics in the Sakishima Islands during these transition 

eras reveals that the excavation period of traded ceramics predates the excavation of ceramics on 

the Okinawa Islands by over a century. Furthermore, from the latter half of the 13th century to the 

first half of the 14th century, the primary type of porcelain that was excavated was crudely 

manufactured white porcelain made in Fujian Province, including Uraguchi kiln white porcelain 

and types one and two of Birosuku porcelain. Also, in the latter half of the 14th century, the primary 

type of porcelain that was produced shows a dramatic shift from white porcelain to celadon. 

The abovementioned transitional eras, as well as the nature of the traded ceramics in the 

Sakishima Islands, differ significantly from the aspects that have conventionally been associated 

with the Ryukyu Islands. It can be assumed that these transition eras and aspects are related to the 

establishment and formation of villages with “residential divisions based on Ishigaki stone walls 

connected like saibogun （cell groups）,” which are characteristic of the Sakishima Islands.
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