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I 
Research Activities–Research Support Center 

 
  

Overview 
 

  
In the third fiscal year (2012) of the Medium-term Plan (Phase II), the category of development-based 
collaborative research represented by fixed-term assistant professors continued in addition to the 
conventional basic and scientific collaborative research. Under this framework, 18 collaborative 
research projects were conducted, including collaborative research regarding exhibitions, collaborative 
research based on collection materials, and open-application collaborative research. Of these, we have 
been continuing work on three open-application collaborative research projects from the previous fiscal 
year; however, we have been unable to launch any new ones. The collaborative research conducted by 
the National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU) concerning Japan-related documents and artifacts 
located in other countries consisted of new data gathering, surveys, and research at National Museum 
Wales in the UK and Munich State Museum of Ethnology in Germany. 
A total of 18 collaborative research projects were conducted this fiscal year: three involving basic 
research (seven branches), 13 involving scientific research, and two involving development-based 
collaborative research. Of these, two of the basic research projects were initiated in this fiscal year: 1. 
“Comprehensive Research on Disasters and Museum Activities/Historical Accounts,” which seeks to 
explore contemporary issues confronting the discipline of history resulting from the great East Japan 
earthquake and tsunami and 2. “Reconstruction of the History of the Ancient Japanese Archipelago,” 
which aims to construct a new Gallery 1 (prehistoric/ancient history) in the permanent exhibitions. In 
addition, two scientific research projects were initiated in this fiscal year, and a total of five projects 
have been continued from the previous fiscal year. Collaborative researchers were recruited through 
public applications, and two projects were approved for the next fiscal year. Through these activities, 
efforts were made to enhance and strengthen the collaborative use of the museum as an inter-university 
research institute. 
The results of these collaborative research projects have been published regularly in the Bulletin of the 
National Museum of Japanese History. This fiscal year, two special issues were published, including 
“General Study on the Utilization of Dating Techniques for Research on Historical Materials,”  as well 
as two regular issues that focused on the results of individual studies. One of these publications is 
“Special Issue for the 30th Anniversary of National Museum of Japanese History I,”  a compilation of 
research at this museum spanning the past decade.  
Eight joint inter-institutional research projects were conducted, including the “Study of the Advanced 
Digitalization of the Shosoin Archives.” 
  
Moreover, international exchange agreements with two countries and four research organizations were 
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concluded or renewed, and eleven international research projects were conducted. 
Regarding exchange projects with domestic research organizations, the collaborative research (scientific 
research) project “Culture of People and Nature in the Japanese Midlands and Mountain Areas” was 
launched in collaboration with the Natural History Museum and Institute in Chiba. In addition, a joint 
exhibition titled “Nigoana: Irrigation Channels Running Through Mountains,” a thematic exhibition 
that forms the basis of the midterm report, was held with the aforementioned museum. Furthermore, 
academic exchanges with Kisarazu City Folk Museum Kin no Suzu have continued. The special 
“Exhibition on Kinreizuka Kofun” was jointly held with this museum. 
  
Four international symposiums were held, including “Cultural Exchanges of Writing between Ancient 
Japan and Korea,” in collaboration with the National Museum of Korea and the National Research 
Institute of Cultural Heritage (in December, held at Iino Hall). In addition, one international research 
meeting was held. The “ICOM-CECA Asia-Pacific Regional Meeting: The Possibilities of Museum 
Education,” an international symposium related to the International Council of Museums (ICOM), was 
jointly held with the National Museum of Japanese History. This was the first such event held in the 
Asia-Pacific Region. 
  
Two foreign researchers were employed to study aspects of the permanent exhibitions and work on other 
collaborative research projects. Moreover, South Korea’s National Institute of Cultural Heritage and the 
NMJH engaged in an exchange of researchers, with six researchers each spending a week at their host 
institute conducting research and surveys. Lastly, four short-term foreign researchers were invited to 
the museum to strengthen academic networks with their organizations and explore possible topics for 
future collaborative research projects.  

Shin’ichiro FUJIO 
Director, Research Support Center 
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1 Collaborative Research 
 

 
Overview 
  

“Collaborative research” refers to projects undertaken in cooperation with researchers from Japan and 

overseas by the NMJH in its capacity as an inter-university research institute. The research themes are 

based on contemporary research trends in Japanese history and culture. A characteristic feature of this 

research is that it is firmly rooted in interdisciplinary and empirical research traditions linking history, 

archaeology, folklore, and related fields at the NMJH since it was established in 1981. 

  

Collaborative research consists of four fundamental components: basic research, scientific research, 

development-based collaborative research, and NIHU-related collaborative research. Basic research 

consists of interdisciplinary topics based on major research themes focusing on human agency and 

history. Scientific research establishes methodological bases for new historical studies and makes the 

museum collections available through advanced digitalization systems. These two components form the 

core of collaborative research, whereas development-based collaborative research aims to nurture young 

researchers to become fixed-term assistant professors and ensures that collaborative research produces 

results by investigating emerging topics with the potential for further exploration. NIHU-related 

collaborative research is conducted at the initiative of NMJH based on topics set by the NIHU. 

  

During the fiscal year 2012, collaborative research was performed on 30 topics: seven in basic research, 

13 in scientific research, two in development-based collaborative research, and eight in NIHU-related 

collaborative research. The following discussion focuses on the new research topics that were initiated 

during this fiscal year. 

 [Basic Research] 

Basic research projects were inititated during this fiscal year and comprised the following three 

branches, with the overall topics being “Reconstruction of the History of the Ancient Japanese 

Archipelago: Research on Social Complexity and Regional Diversification in Prehistory,” “The Status of 

the Yamato World in East Asia,” and “The Realities of Regional Societies in Ancient Times.” Further 

basic research projects were also inititated during this fiscal year comprising the following three 

branches, with the overall topics being “Comprehensive Research on Disasters and Museum 

Activities/Historical Accounts: Comprehensive Research on the Relationship between Times of 

War/Disasters and Everyday Life,” “The Restoration of Research on Daily Life Culture in Regions 

Affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and the Integration of Museum-based 

Research,” and “Documentary Research on Records and Memories of Disasters.” All basic research 
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projects aim to renew future permanent exhibitions and to enhance the academic foundation for special 

exhibitions. Both are examples of the museum-based research integration targeted by NMJH. 

 [Scientific Research] 

In this fiscal year, “Research on Changes to the Production Sites of Bronze Materials in Japan and 

Korea” was initiated to create historical accounts covering broad areas. “Exchanges and 

Transformations surrounding Religion in East Asia” was initiated as research on developing historical 

resources. The former study sheds light on the incipient period of bronze production in Japan in 

collaboration with Korean research institutes, while the latter project clarifies transformations of 

religions in East Asia as popular culture. The second study is conducted in collaboration with European, 

American, and East Asian research institutes. In addition, work continues on the following three 

open-application collaborative research projects: “General Study on the Urban Structure of Sakai Shown 

in the ‘Grand Map of Sakai in 1689’ of the Genroku Period,” “The History of Reading Chinese Classics 

and Their Texts Focusing on the Books Inherited by Takamatsu House of the Imperial Family” and 

“Study of Archaeological Materials Collected by Kunio Yanagita.” 

 

 [Development-based Collaborative Research] 

Two research projects were continued: “History of the Relationship between Human Activities and Plant 

Utilization in the Jomon Period” and “Folklore Research on Migration of People and Its Dynamic State.” 

 [NIHU-related Collaborative Research] 

In this fiscal year, the following two research projects were initiated: “Comprehensive Research on 

Major Disasters and Extensive Museum Collaboration” and “ICOM-CECA Asia-Pacific Regional 

Meeting: The Possibilities of Museum Education.” 

The former project consists of research that explores the nature of coordination with other facilities 

during times of disaster. The latter example was the first research meeting held in the Asia-Pacific 

region by the Committee for Education and Cultural Action (CECA), an international committee of the 

International Council of Museums (ICOM), which was held jointly between ICOM-CECA and others. 

  

Grants approved for each project were used effectively, with a focus on newly emphasized basic research 

projects and open-application collaborative research projects. 

 

Shigemitsu SHIBASAKI and Takehiko Higuchi 

Staff Members in Charge of Collaborative Research 
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2 Externally Funded Research 

 

Overview 

  

One of the responsibilities of the NMJH is to acquire external funds to stimulate and support research 

activities. External funding has become increasingly necessary each year to counterbalance the 

reduction in operating grants. This fiscal year, we strove to increase applications for Grants-in-Aid for 

Scientific Research, which are contested research funds. Ms. Junko Nakatsuka, Deputy Head of the 

Scientific Research Aid Division, MEXT, was invited to the museum to brief the staff. We also held 

sessions to educate researchers on the reasonable use of research grants, which included a seminar on 

what constitutes the improper use of such funds. 

  

In fiscal year 2012 (Heisei 24), eight applications for Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research were 

approved. Including projects receiving ongoing funding, a total of 27 research projects were funded, and 

the total amount of external funding received was JPY 86,440,000 (refer to the List of Projects under 

Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research). 

 

Shigemitsu SHIBASAKI and Takehiko HIGUCHI 

Staff Members in Charge of Collaborative Research 
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3 Research System 

 

Overview 

  

Planning of collaborative research at the museum is handled by the Research Support Center, which 

considers the museum’s needs holistically when discussing and adjusting the plans for collaborative 

research projects suggested by the museum’s staff and outside researchers. Project proposals are also 

presented and discussed at meetings of the Executive Council Collaborative Research Committee, which 

includes outside committee members to reflect a broad array of opinions from the academic world. 

  

Staff of the museum’s Research Department and outside researchers worked together to execute 

collaborative research. Guest teachers and (long-term) foreign researchers were appointed for projects, 

and public applications for collaborative researchers were solicited to enhance the shared use of the 

museum. Adjunct researchers and research assistants, including researchers from other institutions, 

were employed to facilitate research efforts. 

 

   

Shin’ichiro FUJIO 

Director, Research Support Center 
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4 International Exchanges 
 

 

Overview 
  

NMJH holds international research meetings, invites foreign researchers, and dispatches researchers 

overseas to promote the international expansion of research activities. In fiscal year 2012, the following 

efforts were made to strengthen cooperation with overseas research institutions. 

1. Conclusion of Agreements 

The NMJH promoted academic exchanges by accomplishing a new exchange agreement with Sakhalin 

State University (Russia) and a second-term exchange agreement with the Foundation of East Asia 

Cultural Properties Institute (Korea). In addition, a memorandum related to collaborative research was 

concluded with the Yeongnam Institute of Cultural Properties and Yeungnam University Museum 

(Korea), targeting new development based on past achievements and promoting further international 

exchanges. 

2. Enhancement of International Exchanges Based on Exchange Agreements 

The NMJH promoted 11 international exchanges, including “Exchanges and Regional Activities of East 

Asian Religions” with the University of Illinois (United States), and the “Exchange Project with the 

Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences” with the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences.  

  

The joint international conference “Exchanges between Silla and Yamato during the Kofun/Three 

Kingdoms Eras” was held at Kyungpook National University to present the results of international 

exchange projects with Kyungpook National University Museum, which highlighted the NMJH’s 

activities abroad. For the special exhibition “Travelling Together on the Journey of Life” held at The 

National Folk Museum of Korea, the NMJH provided full-scale support that included the loan of 

exhibition materials and the attendance of Vice-Director Mr. Okubo at the opening ceremony. 

 

3. Invitations to Foreign Researchers and Short-term Foreign Researchers 

  

Two foreign researchers and four short-term foreign researchers from various European and Asian 

countries were invited to work collaboratively with NMJH researchers. 

4. Sponsoring of International Research Meetings 

One international research meeting and four international symposiums were held. In the international 

symposium “Cultural Exchanges of Writing between Ancient Japan and Korea,” researchers including 

the directors of the National Museum of Korea and the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage 
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(Korea) were invited to introduce the latest results of research in Korea. The NMJH has an 

international cooperation agreement with both these Korean institutions. In the international 

symposium “Contemporary Transformations in the Culture of Death: An Examination of Funerary and 

Burial Systems in East Asia,” reports were presented on the content and current status of funerals in 

China, Taiwan, Korea, and Japan. These generated many lively discussions on differences between the 

way in which each country’s government deals with funerals and on higher education for those working 

in the funeral services sector. 

Many foreign researchers visited the museum for reasons other than exchanges, such as collaborative 

research projects and international research meetings. During this fiscal year, researchers from 

National Museum Wales (UK) and the National Palace Museum of Korea (Korea), among others, visited 

the NMJH to view the facilities and interact with researchers. 

 

Kanta TAKADA 

Staff Member in Charge of International Exchanges 
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II Collection of Materials and Publicizing of Research—Museum 
Resource Center  

 

Overview 
 

  

The Museum Resource Center has jurisdiction over museum activities, focusing on the collection and 

management of materials and exhibits for publicizing research results. To perform these duties 

effectively, the NMJH held monthly meetings at the Museum Resource Center based on regular 

discussions among the staff in charge of materials, information, and exhibitions, the Executive Council 

Renovating Permanent Exhibitions, and the Executive Council of the Botanical Garden of Everyday 

Life. 

 

1. Collection, Production, and Preservation of Materials 

  

The collection and preservation of materials are crucial for research and exhibitions that publicize 

research results at the museum. The NMJH has collected materials under basic policies that promote 

collaborative use, continuity, and flexibility. This fiscal year, the NMJH purchased the following 

materials in fields related to its research projects to further increase the collections in the museum’s 

existing genres: “Picture of the Procession of Arigimi Leaving the Capital,” which was introduced as part 

of the exhibition “Early Modern Japan through Its Parades: Samurai, Foreign Embassies, and 

Festivals;” the works of Seijiro Tsuruta and his collections, important documents about the history of 

Japan’s natural sciences; and materials related to fountain pen production in Japan, which provides 

insights into both the society and the technology at that time, such as maki-e (lacquerwork) techniques. 

More early modern and modern photographic materials were acquired by donation, and in an effort to 

renew Gallery 4, folkloric materials were collected. 

  

To preserve materials, insects, room temperature, humidity, and the overall environmental condition 

were investigated following advice of the resource preservation environment study committee. 

Appropriate means of environmental improvement and countermeasures were then evaluated. 

 

2. Exhibitions 

Regarding permanent exhibitions, after renovation work on Gallery 4 (“Folklore”), which commenced 

last fiscal year, was completed on schedule, the gallery was opened on March 19, 2013 under the theme 

of “Folk Cultures of the Japanese Archipelago.” The theme has been changed since then and the gallery 
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now features completely new content reflecting contemporary concerns.  

Two feature exhibitions will be held in the subsidiary room of Gallery 4. The first was “The Great East 

Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and Daily Life Culture in Kesennuma” (March 19 [Tue.]–September 23 

[Mon./n. holiday], 2013), which was initiated as a joint exhibition with the National Institutes for the 

Humanities (NIHU). 

 

As part of the feature exhibition “Early Modern Period in ‘Artifacts’” held in Gallery 3, the following five 

exhibitions were held: 

 “Early Modern Genre Paintings” (April 17, [Tue.]–May 20 [Sun.], 2012) 

“The World of Gagaku: Materials from the Tsuji Family of Nanto Gakunin” (July 10 [Tue.]–September 2 

[Sun.], 2012) 

 “Traditional Antique Chrysanthemums” (November 6 [Tue.]–December 2 [Sun.], 2012) 

 “Paintings of Sakai during the Genroku Era: A Stroll through Old Metropolitan Maps” (December 18 

[Tue.], 2012–January 27 [Sun.], 2013) 

 “Hina Doll Display Associated with Princess Kazunomiya” (February 18 [Wed.]–March 31 [Sun.], 2013) 

  

Feature exhibitions showcase materials collected by the museum. They function as small special 

exhibitions reflecting research achievements by exhibiting existing and new collections, along with the 

results of collaborative research. 

 The following two special exhibitions were held: 

 “Musical Instruments Tell Stories: Tokugawa Harutomi, Feudal Lord of Kisyu Domain and His Musical 

Instruments” (July 10 [Tue.]–September 2 [Sun.], 2012) 

 

“Early Modern Japan through Its Parades: Samurai, Foreign Embassies, and Festivals” (October 16 

[Tue.]–December 9 [Sun.], 2012) 

 

  

“Musical Instruments Tell Stories” drew upon the museum’s collection of musical instruments from the 

Kishu Tokugawa family to consider the cultural significance of these items. “Early Modern Japan 

through Its Parades” used these events to examine early modern Japanese society, displaying a wide 

range of materials including those from overseas. Both of these exhibitions presented an exemplary 

material-based research that is distinctive to museums. 

The Botanical Garden of Everyday Life held the following four special exhibitions as “customary” events: 

  

“Traditional Primroses” (April 17–May 6, 2012), “Traditional Japanese Morning Glories” (July 

31–September 2, 2012), “Traditional Antique Chrysanthemums” (November 6–December 2, 2012), and 

“Winter Flowers ‘Camellia Sasanqua’” (December 4, 2012–January 27, 2013). Every fiscal year, new 
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themes are incorporated into each exhibition. 

 

3. Information Delivery 

Materials acquired by the NMJH are made available to the public via its collection databases, with 

additional in-depth or advanced research information. They are also disseminated to the public in the 

form of document catalogs and illustrations or as special collection databases with more in-depth and 

advanced research information. The Illustrated Catalog 9 “Nomura Collection: Dress Furnishings I” was 

published this fiscal year. 

One major challenge has been converting the vast quantities of film images of materials into digital 

data, trials for which are ongoing. Regarding the museum’s information dissemination as a whole, this 

has become a subject for external evaluation. In response, internal inspections have been conducted, 

from which guidelines have been drawn up. Several improvements are also expected in terms of 

information dissemination that employs digital data related to materials and exhibitions. 

 

Michihiro KOJIMA 

Director, Museum Resource Center   
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1 Materials 

 

Overview 
 

  

The Museum Resource Center is responsible for collection, management, and conservation of materials. 

This fiscal year saw a certain degree of discussion surrounding the storage of digital images on a server, 

an issue that has prevailed from the previous fiscal year. In particular, a number of discussions took 

place concerning contemporary materials. 

  

With the opening of Gallery 6 in 2010 and preparations for the renovation of Gallery 4, which was 

re-opened in March, 2013, new trends emerged concerning materials handled by the museum. Thus, 

many contemporary materials were displayed and stored. As a result, a number of hitherto unnoticed 

issues became apparent. In particular, major challenges facing the museum include reconsidering how 

to preserve and make publicly available increasing numbers of photographic materials. Measures for 

combating the deterioration of “new substances” such as resin also became an issue. It is also necessary 

to consider how to handle the vast volumes of digital data. 

  

These issues have been discussed at the Museum Resource Center, as well as the Resource Preservation 

Environment Study Committee. Although a clear conclusion has not been reached on any of these 

matters, forward-thinking investigations and trials aimed at resolving these issues will continue in 

fiscal year 2013. For example, trials are established for storing digital data related to the museum’s Ishii 

Minoru Photo Library on a server and finding methods of preserving film. Furthermore, it is necessary 

to examine the considerations that are required regarding copyright, right of likeness, and personal 

information for contemporary materials. For the time being, this will entail constructing a collection of 

case studies. 

  

The renovation and reopening of Gallery 4 in March of this fiscal year entailed the accession and 

creation of vast quantities of related resources, which were registered as either materials or 

“general-purpose materials.” These include resources to be used immediately for exhibitions and those 

to be stored as related materials. Furthermore, as stated previously, some of these require caution 

regarding their management and publication, both in terms of rights and materials from which they are 

made. This is also necessitates future deliberation. 

  

Among the acquisitions in this fiscal year, noteworthy examples include materials related to the 
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naturalist Seijiro Tsuruta and late Edo period Confucian scholar Heisuke Sugihara. In addition, 

accessions were made of materials related to the Kido family to further enhance the museum’s existing 

collection. Please see “Collected Materials” for more information. With regard to material production, 

last year’s work on the Shosoin Document replicas was continued. Moreover, work was carried out on 

reproducing late Heian period court costumes “nōshi” worn by nobles “kuge” for an exhibition held in 

Gallery 2. Please see the relevant sections for more details. 

  

In addition to those outlined above, a number of challenges persist for the next fiscal year and beyond. 

These include investigations on how the storage of digital data on a server will conform to the museum’s 

next system and on creating policies for administering same day browsing. More significant issues 

concern the museum’s long-term strategies and policies for digitizing images provided to other 

institutions and the creation and purchase of materials. The need to investigate the condition of 

exhibited materials during material condition surveys regarding their conservation has also been 

emphasized. Although these matters currently remain at the discussion stage, discussions and trials 

should continue at the same time as handling the aforementioned contemporary materials. 

Kosuke HARAYAMA 

Staff Member in Charge of Materials 
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2 Exhibitions 

 

Overview 
 

  

The NMJH is an inter-university research institute that is in charge of collecting, arranging, and 

preserving historical materials and information and making them accessible. The museum delivers 

results and information via museum-based research integration, which organically links the collection, 

research, and exhibitions of research resources. The NMJH develops permanent exhibitions, special 

exhibitions, feature exhibitions, special exhibitions at the Botanical Garden of Everyday Life, and joint 

inter-institutional exhibitions to be planned and implemented in cooperation with the base institutions 

of the NIHU. 

  

A noteworthy event of fiscal year 2012 is the opening of the newly renovated Gallery 4 (“Folklore”) in the 

permanent exhibitions. This gallery had been closed since November, 2010 because of ongoing work on 

exhibition spaces, and it reopened on March 19, 2013. With the overall theme of “Folk Cultures of the 

Japanese Archipelago,” this gallery displays the unique folk culture stemming from life on the 

archipelago. This place is close to the Eurasian continent and its folk culture has undergone several 

changes while being handed down throughout the centuries. This new exhibition consists of three zones. 

The first is “A Focus on “Folklore,” which examines folk customs in contemporary society that have been 

influenced by industrial development and consumer culture. The second is “Anxiety and Prayer,” which 

deals with a diverse range of festivals, spiritual entities, incantations, and events that mark the stages 

of one’s life. The third is “Life and Waza, Skills Informed by Accumulated Knowledge,” which portrays 

houses as places for living and holding events. It also focuses on the activities of craftspeople, who were 

responsible for exchanging folkloric knowledge and customs, and the impact of modernization and 

production activities on them. This gallery aims to encourage visitors to reconsider the meaning of 

folklore. 

 

Further, a special exhibition “Musical Instruments Tell Stories: Tokugawa Harutomi, Feudal Lord of 

Kisyu Domain and His Musical Instruments” was held (July 10–September 2, 2012). This exhibition 

presented approximately 100 items from the museum’s collection of musical instruments from the Kishu 

Tokugawa family, along with accessories and accompanying documents. In addition, it displayed 

materials related to Tokugawa Harutomi and books related to music that was considered to be owned by 

the Kishu clan. The exhibition aimed to promote understanding of traditional Japanese music, 

especially gagaku. It also shed light on the cultural aspects surrounding musical instruments from 
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accompanying documents, and considered what music meant to the Edo period ruling class (samurai 

families) and other cultured people. 

The special exhibition “Early Modern Japan through Its Parades: Samurai, Foreign Embassies, and 

Festivals” was also held during the year (October 16–December 9). This exhibition portrayed the new, 

early modern society that developed in Japan by collecting and comparing early modern processions 

depicted in paintings. The exhibition was separated into the following three sections: Part I: Processions 

of warriors; Part II: Processions of foreign envoys; and Part III: Processions of festivals. Its aim was to 

provide materials for the following: 1) To consider the nature of early modern warriors’ society from the 

composition of daimyos’ processions; 2) To distinguish the relationship between early modern authorities 

and the general populace from the relationship between those who viewed processions and those who 

organized them; 3) To interpret early modern foreign relations from processions of foreign envoys; and 4) 

To consider the relationship between early modern authorities and the general populace from festive 

processions, especially the processions of feudal lords and castle town festivities. The exhibition also 

featured materials from processions held at overseas institutions that had never been previously 

displayed in Japan. 

  

As part of the feature exhibition “Early Modern Period in ‘Artifacts’” held in Gallery 3, several 

exhibitions showcasing the rich materials and research progress at the NMJH were also held: “Early 

Modern Genre Paintings” (April 17 [Tue.]–May 20 [Sun.], 2012), “The World of Gagaku: Materials from 

the Tsuji Family of Nanto Gakunin” (July 10 [Tue.]–September 2 [Sun.], 2012), “Traditional Antique 

Chrysanthemums” (November 6 [Tue.]–December 2 [Sun.] 2012), “Paintings of Sakai during the 

Genroku Era: A Stroll through Old Metropolitan Maps” (December 18 [Tue.], 2012–January 27 [Sun.], 

2013), and “Hina Doll Display Associated with Princess Kazunomiya” (February 18 [Wed.]–March 31 

[Sun.], 2013). 

  

Additionally, with the opening of the newly renovated Gallery 4, the feature exhibition “The Great East 

Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and Daily Life Culture in Kesennuma” (March 19–September 23, 2013) 

was also held as a collaborative exhibition with the National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU). In 

addition to reporting on the museum’s rescue initiatives for cultural properties affected by the Great 

East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami of March 11, 2011, this exhibition introduced the lives and culture 

of those living in disaster-hit areas, details of which became apparent through these salvage operations. 

The exhibition also showcased rescue operations conducted by the National Museum of Ethnology and 

National Institute of Japanese Literature. 

  

The Botanical Garden of Everyday Life held the following special exhibitions: “Traditional Primroses” 

(April 17–May 6, 2012), “Traditional Japanese Morning Glories” (July 31–September 2, 2012), 

“Traditional Antique Chrysanthemums” (November 6–December 2, 2012), and “Winter Flowers 
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‘Camellia Sasanqua’” (December 4, 2012–January 27, 2013). 

 

Junko UCHIDA 

Staff Member in Charge of Exhibitions 
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3 Material Surveys 
 

 

Overview 
 

The NMJH undertakes systematic surveys to ensure that the materials held in its collections are widely 

available for research use. These systematic projects survey and classify basic data on objects, such as 

cataloging information and images and making such data publicly accessible in various formats, 

including catalogs of documents and illustrations. 

Over the course of fiscal year 2012, the NMJH conducted projects on materials related to the Ikuta 

Collection (hand drums), the Nomura Collection (dress furnishings), and the Ino Family (early modern 

and modern documents). The NMJH also published “Nomura Collection: Dress Furnishings I.” 

 

Kimiyoshi MIYATA 

Staff Member in Charge of Information/Intellectual Property 
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4 
 Databases 

 

Overview 
 

  

The NMJH makes three types of databases publicly available: databases of museum collections for 

making information on its collections publicly accessible and contributing to their use for research 

purposes; databases collating the findings of collaborative research and bibliographies in various fields 

of research; and full-text databases composed mainly of historical records. 

This year the NMJH updated its existing databases on museum collections and traditional Japanese 

folk songs, and bibliographies of NMJH books, research on the democratic rights movement, and 

Japanese folklore studies.  

  

These databases are available at http://www.rekihaku.ac.jp/database/ 

 

Kimiyoshi MIYATA 

Staff Member in Charge of Information 
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III 
Publicizing Research Activities and Social Cooperation—Museum 
Outreach Center  
 

 

Overview 
 

  

In its role as an inter-university research institute in the form of a museum, the NMJH promotes 

collaborative research with universities and other institutions to disseminate the museum’s 

achievements to wider public, ranging from domestic and overseas researchers to citizens. The Museum 

Outreach Center performs public relations activities in cooperation with schools and the public to 

promote the use of the museum. On the basis of the public relations policy formulated to broaden the 

understanding of the museum’s research activities and to publicize their achievements, the Museum 

Outreach Center developed the following public relations, publication, and museum activities with the 

advice of the Advisory Council on Public Relations. 

 

1. Publicizing Research, Exhibitions, and Resources 

 

(1) Public relations activities 

  

During the opening of the newly renovated Gallery 4, special exhibitions, and Rekihaku Forums, the 

Museum Outreach Center produced, distributed, and posted flyers and posters and held three press 

conferences for journalists in Tokyo to develop effective public relations. In anticipation of these events, 

the center also created and distributed press releases featuring innovative designs with 

easy-to-understand content to improve media coverage of museum activities. 

  

The center updated the NMJH website twice every week to ensure that the latest information on special 

exhibitions, forums, and other activities was available. It also distributed monthly newsletters via 

e-mail. As part of its efforts to enhance disseminating information on research activities, the center also 

published abstracts of papers written by NMJH researchers on the museum’s website and expanded its 

English web pages to increase the number of foreign readers. Moreover, the website section aimed at 

children was updated to make it more accessible to younger users. 

The rest areas within galleries were also renovated to create places for disseminating information to 

visitors and to increase their functionality as communication spaces for families. 

 

(2) Lectures and forums 
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The NMJH held Rekihaku Lectures and Programs at the Botanical Garden of Everyday Life every 

month, as well as seven Rekihaku Forums (including one on visual materials) to raise public awareness 

of the museum’s cutting-edge research achievements in Japanese history and culture. The Rekihaku 

Forums focused on special exhibitions and issues related to the construction of the new permanent 

exhibition (Gallery 4 “Folklore”). The Rekihaku Forums were positively received, not only at NMJH but 

also in Tokyo. Holding off-site forums has been an effective way of familiarizing people who had not yet 

visited the museum with its activities. 

Three “Rekihaku Film Series” were presented in the museum’s auditorium. The films included “Visual 

Materials for Folklore Studies,” produced by the staff of Folklore Studies, and “Visual Materials for Folk 

Cultural Assets,” produced in cooperation with the Agency for Cultural Affairs. 

 

2. Publications 

The Museum Outreach Center published the Bulletin of the National Museum of Japanese History, 

which compiles the NMJH’s research achievements, and six issues of the bimonthly magazine 

REKIHAKU, which introduces people to various aspects of the museum’s research activities. The center 

also produced abstracts of the Rekihaku Forums for distribution to participants and published forum 

proceedings. Furthermore, the center published the NMJH Annual Report, which contains information 

about the museum’s research and other activities. 

 

3. Cooperation with Schools and the Public 

  

“Taiken Rekihaku,” a discovery room that allows families to enjoy learning at the museum, was opened 

in the former visitor library. Taiken Rekihaku introduces programs aimed mainly at children of 

elementary school age or younger. Museum staff plans and produces learning kits for use in these 

programs. 

 

  

To support the NMJH’s role as an inter-university research institute, the center held lectures and 

orientations based on 2008’s NMJH Guide for Universities to encourage universities to use the museum. 

  

The NMJH held a five-day training seminar for experts from history museums around Japan. 

Cosponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the seminar aimed to improve the skills and expertise of 

participants. Through this seminar, which is held annually and trains approximately forty trainees each 

year, close links have been established among history museums nationwide. 

  

The center has held joint meetings with museum staff and school officials since 2008 to discuss the 

practical use of the NMJH and wider use of museum facilities and materials by elementary school, 
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middle school, and high school teachers. This year’s meeting marked the first year of the third two-year 

term. New members have joined and regular meetings were held. 

  

The center also held the “NMJH Seminar for Teachers,” a two-day training program with the goal of 

encouraging the inclusion of the museum’s exhibitions in school and community educational activities. 

Although less than twenty teachers attended the seminar, this training program is an effective way to 

use the museum as an educational venue and thus should be continued. 

  

In addition, the center held events for elementary and middle school students during summer vacation 

and other school holidays to foster an ongoing interest in Japanese history and culture. 

 

Kaori HIDAKA 

Director, Museum Outreach Center 
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1 Publicizing Research Achievements through Lectures and Forums 

 

Overview 
 

The NMJH hosts various events to spread knowledge of its practical research activities to a wider 

public. These events consist mainly of Rekihaku Lectures, programs at the Botanical Garden of 

Everyday Life, Rekihaku Forums, Rekihaku Forums on Visual Materials, Rekihaku Film Series, and 

other explanations of exhibits and various hands-on programs for families. For years, the NMJH has 

also edited and published the bimonthly magazine REKIHAKU. In keeping with its mission of 

museum-based research integration and to encourage public interest in the museum’s activities, the 

NMJH disseminated information about its research activities and their results through such 

publications. 

This fiscal year, the NMJH held 12 Rekihaku Lectures, 12 programs at the Botanical Garden of 

Everyday Life, six Rekihaku Forums, one Rekihaku Forum on Visual Materials, three Rekihaku Film 

Series, explanations of exhibits, and various other programs for families. By publicizing research 

findings and through the debates and responses that the findings generate, the NMJH identifies new 

research challenges. 

 

Kazuto SAWADA 

Staff Member of Museum Activities 

 

 



277 

2 Cooperation with Schools and the Public 
 

 

Overview 
 

The public relations and outreach activities conducted by the NMJH are designed to publicize its 

research and research-based museum activities, as well as to enhance visitors’ understanding of 

Japanese culture and history. 

  

Since its inception, the NMJH has accomplished these goals in various ways. In recent years, it has 

particularly strived to work in cooperation with schools, which strengthens the educational support 

system and allows teachers to use the museum more often. The NMJH has also developed international 

activities. To this end, it has become more involved in the educational programs for foreign students at 

universities. 

The operation of always-open hands-on spaces supervised by registered volunteers has expanded, and 

the updating of member records continues to run smoothly. The worksheets continue to be renewed 

based on the use of the museum by schools. New programs are being planned for Gallery 4 (“Folklore”), 

which was renovated and opened at the end of fiscal year 2012, and for “Taiken Rekihaku,” a Discovery 

room for families, which was also opened at the same time. In addition to continuing past uses of the 

museum, we also seek new and innovative uses. 

Toru TSUNEMITSU 

Staff Member of Museum Activities 

 

 



3 Publications 

 

Overview 
 

  

The NMJH issues several publications as a means of widely publicizing its research activities. These 

communicate the outcomes of various activities, not only to the research community but also to the 

general public. These activities include surveys and research conducted jointly with Japanese and 

foreign researchers in the museum’s capacity as an inter-university research institute as well as 

community programs conducted at the NMJH. 

In fiscal year 2012, the NMJH published four volumes of the Bulletin of the National Museum of 
Japanese History, two exhibition catalogs, one catalog of resource materials, and six issues of the 

magazine REKIHAKU. It also prepared reports summarizing the contents of research meetings and 

symposiums as the achievements of international exchanges and projects of joint inter-institutional 

research. To publicize the achievements of past Rekihaku Forums, researchers from within and outside 

NMJH compiled some of the forums in an anthology and published them through a publishing house 

(three publications in fiscal year 2012). 

The achievements of various activities providing services to museum visitors based on the principle of 

museum-based research integration and undertaken in cooperation with local school groups and 

volunteers were published in a booklet on the NMJH’s educational activities titled “Let’s Visit 

Rekihaku—Rekihaku Education Programs Report.” The museum also published the series “Front Line 

of Historical Research,” which is mainly a compilation of the contents of lectures held annually by the 

graduate school (Department of Japanese History, Graduate University for Advanced Studies) (one 

publication in fiscal year 2012). 

Takuji SUZUKI and Yasuhiro YAMADA 

Staff Members in Charge of Publications 
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IV Graduate Education 

 

 
Overview 
 

  

The Department of Japanese History in the School of Cultural and Social Studies in the Graduate 

University for Advanced Studies, a university graduate school curriculum spread nationwide across 

different inter-university research institutes, is based at the NMJH. The Department of Japanese 

History specializes exclusively in three-year doctoral programs (second stage) and enrollment is limited 

to three students. 

  

The department uses a research environment in which various cutting-edge collaborative research 

projects are conducted, and the museum’s numerous resources and excellent facilities are valuable 

assets in its role as the base institution. 

  

The aim of the department’s educational policy is to train researchers in the field of Japanese history 

with a broad perspective, an international outlook, and the ability to engage in advanced research in 

specialized fields utilizing available resources. Therefore, the department desires students who have a 

keen interest in Japanese historical research topics and adjacent fields in a broad sense, and who are 

also willing to become independent researchers through continuous and self-motivated research. Adult 

students are welcomed because their research achievements are likely to contribute to specific societal 

needs. 

  

The classes are categorized as “Research on Materials” and “Research on Social History,” based on the 

basic principle of constructing a historical image through resource materials. One professor, in principle, 

is assigned to each class. In addition, an intensive curriculum, “Methodology of Research on Japanese 

History,” consisting of three courses, is offered in the summer: Research on Materials (A), Field Research 

(B), and Museum Research (C). These courses are open to all students at the University and also as 

“Sokendai Lectures” for students outside the University. In fiscal year 2012, five students (including two 

from other departments) were enrolled in course (B) and three students (including two from other 

departments) were in course (C). In addition, in this fiscal year, we launched several new approaches, 

including a public seminar for university graduate and undergraduate students and a public lecture for 

general public, which are held under the title “Methods of Researching Japanese History B—Methods of 

Local Research” in Nagasaki, with a goal of delivering information regarding specialist subjects to those 
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living outside the Tokyo metropolitan area. 

  

Doctoral theses are prepared under the guidance of a chief professor and a deputy chief professor. “Basic 

Practice,” which is overseen by all professors, is held three times a year; students present reports to 

improve their presentation skills. Academic training is also provided at the museum as a venue for 

research studies on a daily basis. 

  

In addition, in July, a summer orientation for the graduate school was conducted by five professors and 

one former student in Tokyo, followed by an autumn orientation held by seven professors, one current 

student and three former students at the NMJH in October. The contents of these orientations were 

published as a graduate school booklet Front Line of Historical Research, Vol. 15, Why, Now, Would a 
Field-work Survey Be Necessary? (edited by Yasuhiro Yamada, Shigemitsu Shibasaki and Kazuyuki 

Okamura), a summary of which is posted on the website. 

  

As of April 2013, nine students were registered in the Department, five of whom are adults. In fiscal 

year 2012, five students earned a doctoral degree through a course of study (in literature) and two 

students earned a doctoral degree by thesis only (in literature). 

 

Atsushi NITO 

Chair, Department of Japanese History 
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V Salvage Operations for Materials affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and the 
Construction of Museum Networks 

 

Overview 
 

  

The NMJH has been conducting salvage operations for historical and cultural materials affected by the 

Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. 

Salvage and conservation activities for old houses and everyday items with folkloristic value that were 

washed away by the tsunami were conducted in Kesennuma City’s Kogoshio. This region had been 

subject to a survey prior to the disaster as part of the renovation of a permanent exhibition in Gallery 4 

under the theme “Folk Cultures of the Japanese Archipelago,” along with the Motoyoshi area of 

Kesennuma, which filed a request for support in conducting salvage work. 

The NMJH also became an affiliated member of the Committee for Salvaging Cultural Properties 

Affected by the 2011 Earthquake off the Pacific Coast of Tohoku and Related Disasters (Salvage 

Committee), founded by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, participating in the committee’s salvage 

operations. 

For the NMJH to assist with a range of salvage operations for historical and cultural materials affected 

by the disaster, the Office for Salvage Operations for Materials affected by the Great East Japan 

Earthquake and Tsunami was established on May 31, 2011. Members include the museum’s 

vice-director (in charge of external affairs), the head of the Museum Resource Center, and the 

administration manager. In addition, instructors and facility researchers were dispatched to disaster-hit 

areas and research support staff for salvage operations was hired to help with efforts on the ground. 

  

While the focus of operations in fiscal year 2011 was on salvaging materials affected by the disaster, 

operations continued in this fiscal year with a stronger emphasis on research and exhibitions based on 

these items. 

Meanwhile, it became apparent from this disaster just how much of a role museum networks between 

institutions concerned with nature, art, and wildlife played in rescue operations of museum materials. 

Given that history museums had no national network in place despite the obvious need to construct such 

an organization, the National Committee for History and Folklore Museums was established as a 

response to the NMJH’s call for more interconnectivity between the nation’s history museums. 

 

Junichi OKUBO 

Director of the Office for Salvage Operations for Materials affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake 

and Tsunami 


